
Guidelines for the Homologation and Accreditation 
of Undergraduate and Graduate Studies at ESPOL

Mechanisms for the Homologation of Studies

ESPOL recognizes the following mechanisms:

1. Comparative Content Analysis.

2. Knowledge Validation

1. Comparative Content Analysis.

This mechanism consists of the transfer of credits through the comparison of the contents of the 
course syllabus. The transfer will be feasible only if the course content, level of depth, and contact 
hours are at least eighty percent (80%) equivalent to those offered by the receiving institution 
(ESPOL).

This type of homologation may only be possible within five (5) years after the approval of the 
course, subject, or equivalent. This mechanism applies only to studies completed at national or 
foreign Higher Education Institutions that are ranked among the top 1,000 universities in the QS 
World University Ranking or the top 150 universities in the QS Latin America University Ranking, as 
of the date of the application submission.

2. Knowledge Validation.

This mechanism consists of assessing and validating the knowledge associated with courses, 
within the respective degree program through theoretical or theoretical–practical evaluations, in 
accordance with ESPOL’s regulations.

Knowledge validation applies only when the student has successfully completed all direct and 
indirect prerequisites and corequisites of the subject for which the exam is requested.

Knowledge validation does not apply to courses, subjects, or equivalents in health-related 
programs, nor to any subject previously failed at ESPOL.

Knowledge validation is required for the recognition or transfer of studies for students who 
completed their coursework at ESPOL more than five (5) years ago, upon formal request.
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For master’s and specialization programs—excluding those in health-related fields, 
research-oriented master’s programs, and doctoral programs—the respective academic units shall 
determine which courses may be recognized through the knowledge validation mechanism.

Courses that are part of the Curricular Integration Unit (undergraduate level) or the Capstone Unit 
(graduate level) are not eligible for homologation.

Submission of Homologation Requests

a) Homologation through Knowledge Validation 
Requests for homologation based on the knowledge validation process must be submitted to the 
Registrar’s Office (DIA, by its acronym in Spanish) or through the electronic platforms established 
by the Institution. Submissions must be made between the first and third week of academic 
activities in each regular term at the undergraduate level.

The corresponding evaluation—covering all relevant components in relation to the learning 
outcomes of the courses and the degree program—must be conducted no later than the tenth week 
of the academic term.

b) Homologation through Comparative Content Analysis 
Requests for homologation based on comparative content analysis may be submitted to the 
Registrar’s Office (DIA) at any time during the academic year. In the case of graduate programs, 
requests must be submitted directly to the Academic Unit.

Homologation requests apply only to the first enrollment and may be submitted once per subject, 
course, or equivalent.

At the undergraduate level, it is the responsibility of the Associate Dean of each Academic Unit to 
review and approve or deny the homologation or recognition of studies, following the corresponding 
academic analysis. Homologation or recognition of complementary or institutionally offered 
courses will be reviewed and resolved by the Undergraduate Dean’s Office.

For graduate programs, procedures shall follow the specific regulations established for that level of 
study.

Homologation Fees

The cost of the homologation process at the undergraduate level is determined by the Regulation 
on Fees, Enrollments, and Rights for Admissions and Undergraduate Studies at ESPOL.
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